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THE ARMS ACT, 1959

(Act No. 54 or 1959)
. [23-¢ ‘Yeceriber, 1959)

An Act to consolidate and amend the law relating to arms rn! aramunition.

Bg it Enacted by Parliament in the Tenth Year of the Republic of Indiz ¢s folows —

CHAPTER 1
PRELIMINARY

1. Short title, extent and commencement—(/) This Act may be called the < rris Ant, 1959,
(2) Ttextends to the whole of India.

(3) It shall come into forca on such date! as the Central Government may, by totifcation in the
Official Gazette, appoint.

2. Definitions and interpretation—(/) In this Act, unless the context otherwise o]t ires,—
(@) “acquisition” with its grammatical variations and cognate express -n:, incliudes hiring,
borrowing, or accepting as a gift ;
'(b) “"ammunition” means ammunition for any firearm, and includes—
(i) rockets, bombs, grenados, shells 2[and other missiles, ]
(i) articles designed for torpedo service and submarine mining,

(éi) otherarticles containing, or designed or adapted to contain, exp'<si ‘e, fulminating or
fissjonable material or noxious liquid, gas or other such thing, whethe: cs pabie of use with
firearms or not, :

(i¥) charges for firearms and accessories for such charges,
(v) fuses ang friction tubes,
. (v} parts of, and machinery for manufacturing, ammunition, and

(vii) .such ingredients of ammunition as the Central Government n' ¥, bfr notification in ]
the Oﬂicial Gazette, specify in this behalf ;

(cy “arms” ‘means articles of any description designed or adapted us wespons for offences or
defence, and includes firearms, sharp-edged and other deadly weapons, and pa:is  f, and machinery
for manufacturing arms, but does not include articles designed solely for doras ic or agricuitural
uses such as 4 lathi or an ordinary watking stick and weapons incapable of “wir g used otherwise
than as toys or of being converted into serviceable weapons ;- -

1. Ist October, 1962,-vide Notification No. G.5.R. 992, dated 13-7-1962, see Gazette of India, Fr. T Sac. 3G) p. 1092.
2, Subs. by Act420f1988,s. 2(w.c.f. 27-5-1988).

- i -




2 Arms Act, 1959 [Sootion 23

1(d) “district magistrate” in relation to any area for which a Commissioner of Police I as been
appointed , means the Commissioner of Police thereof and includes any such Deputy o nmj-
ssioner of Police, exercising jurisdiction over the whole or any part of such area, as may be s ae-ified
by the State Government in this behalf in relation to such arca or parts;]

(¢) “firearms” means arms of any description designed or adapted to discharge a iojtila
or projectiles of any kind by the action of any explosive or other forms of energy, and inclucss,—

(¥ Artillery, hand-grenades, riot-pistols or weapons of any kind designed or adupte i for
the discharge of any noxious liquid, gas or other such things,

(i) accessories for any such firearms designed or adapted to diminish the nois:: 2r flash
- caused by the firing thereof, ,

(/i) parts of, and machinery for masufacturing, firearms, and

(iv) carriages, platforms and appliances for mouating, transporting and serving n.ti‘lery;

(f) “licemsing authority” means an officer or authority empowered to grant or renev: i¢ nces
under tules made under the Act, and includes, the Government ;

(4 “magistrate” means an Executive Magistrate under the Code of Criminal Prccedure
1973 (2 of 1974) ;]. :

~

(g) “prescribed” means prescribed by rules made under this Act ;

(#) “prohibited ammunition” means any ammunition, containing, or designed or adspted
to contain, any noxious liquid, gas or other such thing, and includes rockets, bombs, g:on:des,
sholls, ¥ missiles] articles designed for torpedo service and submarine mining and such cther
articles as the Central Government may, by notification in the Official Gazette, speciy to

be prohibited ammunition ;

(i) “prohibited arms” means—

(i) firearms so designed or adapted that, if pressure is applied to the trigger. rnissiles
contigue to bo dischacged until pressure is removed from the trigger or the 1:agizine
containing the missiles is empty, or

(#) weapons of any description designed or adapted for the discharge of any ro-ious
liquid, ges or other such thing, .

and ictudes-artillery; anti-airoraft and- anti-tagk firearms and such other arms as the “lestral
Giovernmest may, by notification in the Official Gazetto, specify to be prohibited artm: ;

1. Sube.by Act 55 0f 1971, 5. 2, for the formes clause.
2. Tns. by Act 25 of 1983, 5.2 (w.e.f. 22-6-1983).
3. Tns. by Act420f 1988,5.2(w.c.L. 27-5-1988),
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(j) “public servant” has the same meaning as in section 21 of the Indian Peral -ode {45 of
1860) ;

. (k) “transfer” with its grammatical variations and cognate expressions, incli«e: letting on
hire, lending, giving and parting with possession. :

{2) For the purposes of this Act, the length of the barrel of a firearm shall be meastred from the
muzzle to the point at which the charge is exploded on firing. "

(3) Any reference in the Act to any law which is not in force in any area shall, in r=fat on to that
area, be construed as a reforence to the corresponding law, if any, in force in that arsa.

(4) Any reference in this Act to any officer or authority shall, in relation to any arex in which
there is no officer or authority with the same designation, be construed as a rerference to sich oificer
or authority as may be specified by the Central Government by notification in the Ofiiz | Gazstte.

CHAPTER II

ACQUISITION, POSSESSION, MANUFACTURE, SALE, IMPORT, EXPOR T AND
TRANSPORT OF ARMS AND AMMUNITION

3. Licence for acquisition and possession of firearms and ammunitioh—-l[(l)] No persor. shall acquire,
have in his possession, or carry any firearm or ammunition unless he holds in this beaalf a licence
issued in accordance with the provisions of this Act and the rules made thereunder :

Provided that a person may, without himself holding a licence carry any firearm: o ammuni-
tion in the presence, or under the written authority, of the holder of the licence for repair or for renewal
of the licence or for use by such holder.

%(2) Notwithstanding anything contained in sub-section (/), ro person, other than a person
referred to in sub-section (3), shall acquire, have in his possession or carry, at any time, —ore th an
three firearms : :

Provided that a person who has in his possession more firearms than three at the oo sncement
of the Arms (Amendment) Act,1983, may retain with him any three of such firearms and shell deposit,
within ninety days from such commencemert, the remaining firearms with the officer in chs rge of the
nearest police station or, subject to the conditions prescribed for the purposes of sub-guc-ion {7) of
section 21, with a licensed dealer or, where sush person is a member of the armed for:es of the
Union, in a unit armoury referred to in that sub-section. '

(3) Nothing contained in sub-section (2) shall apply to any dealer in firearms or to asy 1 lember of
a riflo club or rifle association licensed or recognised by the Central Government usipg 1 point 22
bow rifle or an air rifle for target practice.

(#) The provisions of sub-sections (2) to (6) (both inclusive) of section 21 shall apply o relation
to any deposit of firearms under the proviso to sub-section (2) as they apply in relation 56 t 1 deposit
of any arm or ammunition under sub-section (7) of that section.]

»

1. .3 re-numbered as sub-section (1) thereof by Act 25 of 1983, 8. 3 (w..f, 22-6-1983).
2. Ios. by 8. 3., ibid,, (w.c.f. 22-6-1983),

it
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4. Licence for acquisition and possession of armsof specified description in certain cas<:—If the Centra]
Government is of opinion that having regard to the circumstances prevailing in any a:+2 t is necessary
or expedient in the public interest that the acquisition, possession or carrying of arms other than fire-
arms should also be regulated, it may, by notification in the Official Gazette, direct *hei this section
shall apply to the area specified in the notification and thereupon no person shall acquire, have in
~ his possession orcarry in that area arms of such class or description as may be specified in
that notification unless he holds in this behalf a licence issusd in accordance with ths provisions
of this Act and the rules made thereunder. :

5. Licence for manufacture, sale, etc., of arms and ammmition—'[(/}] No perso= shall—
(@) ?Huse, manufacture,] sell, transfer, convert, repair, test or prove, or

(b) expose or offer for sale or transfer or have in his possession for sale, traasfe-, conversion
repair, test orf proof, '

any firearms or any other arms of such class or description as may be prescribed or eny ammunition
unless he holds in this behalf a licence issued in accordance with the provisions of this Act and
the rules made thereunder.

1% L 4 * *®
3(2) Notwithstanding anything contained in sub-section (1), a person may, withcut holding a
licence in this behalf, sell or transfer any arms or ammunition which he lawfully possesses for his own
private use to another person who is entitled by virtue of this Act, or any other law for the time
being in force to have, or is not-prohibited by this Act or such other law from having i1 bis possession
such arms or amm unition : ;

Provided that no firearm or ammunition in respect of which a licence is requirei vnder section
3 and no arms in respect of which a licence is required under section 4 shall be so soid cr transferred
by any person unless—

-+ (a) he has informed in writing the district magistrate having jurisdiction or the officer in
charge of the nearest police station of his intention to sell or transfer such firearme, ammunition
or other arms and the name and address of the person to whom he intends to sell or transfer such
firearms, ammunition or the other arms, and

{(b) a period of not less than forty-five days has expired after the giving of susa iatformation.]

_6. Liceace for the shortening of guns or conversion of imitation firearms into fireaszas ~No person
Shall shorten the barrel of a firearm or convert an imitation firearm into a firearm: unless he holds
_in this behalf a lcence issued in accordance with the provisions of this Act and the rules made
thereunder,

Explanation.—In this section, the expression “imitation firearms™ means anything which has the
appearance of being a firearm, whether it is capable of discharging any shot, bullet or Sther missils
or not.

1. Sztinn 5 re-nanbsred as sub-section () thereof and in sub-section (/) as so re-numbered the proviso omitted by
Act 25 of 1983, 5. 4 (w.e.f. 22-6-1983). '

© 2, Ing. by Act 42 of 1988,5, 3 (w.e.f 27-5-1988).
3. Subs. by Act 25 of 1983, s. 4, (w.ef 22-5-1930,
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7. Prohibition of acquisition or possession, or of :wanufactar: or sale, of prehivitedjarms or prohibit-
cd ammunition- No person shall—

{@) acquire, have in his possession or carry; or
{7 Nuse, manufacture.] szl fransfer convert, repiir te sl s arave: or
¢) expose or ofer for snle or transfer or havein his pusss<ion for sale, teansfer, conversion »
p ‘ ;

repidt, test for prooef,

vy e vhidited arms or prohibited ammuaition unfess hz hashaea saozially authoriszd by the Central
3 At in this boha!f

8. Prohibition of sale or transfer of firearms not bearino identification marks—(/) No person,
Lot abiiterate remove. alicr orforge anv name, number or other identification mark stamped or
cuheoaise shiown on oa fireirm.

{7 Novporson shall sel' o transfer aay fiream which $os3nybhoar thy nam: of the maker,

v TanarsTs aamber o other dlevidcatinn mok stanpal or olhiervise shown thereonin a
ais s appeoved by the Contral Goverameat,

(¥ Whenever any person s inhis possassion any firearm without such name, number or othet
rientification mark on which such namie, number ar other identification mark has hoen obliterated,

removed, altered or forged, it shadl b2 presamed unless the contrary js proved, that he hag obliterated,
seoved, altered or forged that name, number or other identification mark -

I ovidad that in relation toa porsdn who has ia his 02393301 at the comntzacemant of this Act
Ay otwithout sach mame, aumber or other identification mark stamped or otherwise shown
thereon, the provisions of this sub-section shall not take eMect uatil after the expiration of one year
from such commencement.

9. Prohibition of acquisitian oz passrssioa by, or of 53¢ or transfer to young persons and jcertain
other versous of fire arms, ete. (/) Notwithstanding anything in the foregoing provisions of
this Act—

(7) no person,—
(/) who has not completed the ags of twenty-one years], or

. (i) who has been sentenced oa coaviclion of any off:nce involving violenc: or moral
turpitude to imprisonment for *any term} at any time during a period of five years after the
expiration of the sentence, or

(iif) who has becn ordered to execute under Chapter VIII of the [Code of Criminal
Procedure, 1973 (2 of 1974)] a bond for keeping the peace or for good behaviour, at
any time durin: the term of the boad,

skall acquire, have in his possession or carey any firearm or ammunition ;

1. Subs. by Act42001938,s. 4 (w.e.l. 27-5-1988).
2. Subs by Act 250F1933. 5. 5(w.e.f. 22-G-1983),
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() no person shall sell or transfer any firearm or ammunition to, or convert, rapr, test o
prove any firearm or ammunition for, any dther person whom he knows, or has reaso n ¢ believe—

(9 to be prohibited under clause (4) from acquiring, having in his possessin crcarrying
gny firearm or ammunition, or

(i) to be of unsound mind at the time of such sale®or transfer, ‘or such @‘-nirmion,
repair, test or proof,

(#) Notwithstanding anything in sub-clause (i) of clause (a) of sub-section (D), 8 parsc awho hay
attained the prescribed age-limit may use under prescribed condition such firearms a- m3v be
prescribed in the course of his training in the use of such firearms ;

Provided that different age-limits may be prescribed in relation to different type: of firearms,

10. Licence for import and export of arms, etc,.—(7) No person shall bring into, ¢ t-ke out of
Iadia by sea, land or air any arms or ammunition unless he holds in this behalf a licence iss wd in ac.
eordance with the provisions of this Act and the rules made thereyunder : ‘

Provided that—

(a) a person who is entitled by virtue of this Act or any other law for the ‘im:beirg in
force to have, or is not prohibited by this Act or such other law from having, in b: jossession
any arms or ammunition, may without 4 licence in this behalf bring into, or take ~ut of, india
such arms or ammunition in reasonable quantities for his own private use ;

(b) a person being a bonafide tourist bsloaging to any such couatry as the Cen::al Govern-
ment may, by notification in the Official Gazette, specify, who is not prohibited by ik laws of
that country from having in his possession any arms or ammunition, may, witi.ou' a licance

under this section but in accordance with such conditions as may be prescribed. broag with
kim into India arms and ammunition in reasonable quantities for use by him for purposes
only of sport and for no other purpose.

Bxplanation.—For purposes of clause (5) of this proviso, the word “tourist” MDA & person
who not being a citizen of India visits India for a period not exceeding six months vih a0 cther
ebject than recreation, sight-sesing, or participation in a represeatative capacity in meatisgs con-
vened by the Central Government or in international conferences, associations or o her bodies.

{®) Notwithstanding anything contained in the proviso to sub-section (D) where ths & llector of
ewstoms or any other officer empowered by the Central Government in this behalf has zvy ioubt as
¥ the applicability of cluase (a) or clause (b) of that proviso to any person who claims the? such clsuse
Is applicablejio him or as to the reasonableness of the quantities of arms or ammunition ir the possess.
slen of any person referred to in such clause, or as to the use to which such arms or ammnision may
Be put by such person, may dotain the arms or ammunition in the possession of such o2rion watil
ke ressives the orders of the Central Government in relation thereto.

i (#) Arms and ammunition taken from one part of *India to another by sea or air ¢r aross any
Iatervening territory not forming a part of India, are taken out of, and brought into, Incia vithin the
meaning of this section. .

11. Power to prohibit import or export of arms, etc.—The .Central Government may, t:v n« tificetion
1a the Official Gazette prohibit the biinging into, or the taking out of, India, arms or ar vm: aition of
sush elusses and descriptions as may be specified in the notification.
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12. Power to restrict or prohibit transport of arms—(7) The Central Government ma;, b+ soti-
fication in the Official Gazette,— | v

(@) direct that no person shall transport over India or any part thereof arms or arzm-aition
of such classes and descriptions as may be specified in the notification unless ho holds in thi bebalf
a licence issued in accordance with the provisions of this Act and the rules made tlie‘t"mﬁ;‘ der; or

(b) prohibit such transport altogether.

(2) Arms or ammunition trans-shipped at a seapott or an airport in India are transp:+te 4 withe
in thé meaning of this section. - . :

CHAPTER I
PROVISIONS RELATING TO LICENCES- o

13. Grant of licences—(I) An application for the grant of a liconce under C&pm EL ahall be
made to the licensing authority and shall be in such form, contain such particulars and ba mcoom® .'
panied by such fee, if any, as may be prescribed.

1{(2) On receipt of an application, the licensing anthority shall call for the report of izc officer
in charge of the nearest police station on ‘that application, and such officer shall senc i -report
within the prescribed time. _ . '

(24) The licensing authority, after such inquiry,if any, as it may, consider necessar i a:ad; after
considering the report received under sub-section (2), shall, subject to the ‘other provisﬁﬁ s of this
Chapter, by order in writing either grant the licence or rofude to grant the samse :

Provided that where the officer in charge of the nearest police station foes. ot send s repoct
en the application within the prescribed time, the licensing authority may, iﬁsi'd-oms;ﬁ';,'_;mausim
erder, after the expiry of the prescribed time, without further waiting for that report.}

(3) The licensing authority shall grant—
(a) alicence under section 3 where thelicenceis required —

(i) by acitizen of India in respectofa smooth bore gun having a barrel of E-Lﬁ‘ﬁt ess than
twenty inches in length to be used for protection or sport or in respect of & wezE e load-
ing gun to be used for bona fide crop protection : : o

Provided that where having regard to the circumstances of ariycase, the licet sin; autiol
ity is satisfied that a muzzle loading gun, will not be suffitient for crop pro:mt on,'the "
licensing authority may grant a licence in respéct of any othe# smooth bore guln 3 & e

for such protection, or B B i

(if) in respect of a point 22 borerifle or an air rifle to be used fdr target-pigstice by a
member,of a rifle club or rifle association licensed or recognised by the Central € cwsr .
- Thowmat; -

(b) a licence under section 3 in any other case or a licence under section 4. 3eltion 5
section 6, section 10 or section 12, if the licensing authority is satisfied that te person
by whom the licence is required has a good reason for obtaining the'same. '

ey Rty
T

1. Subs.by Act 250f1983,3.6 {w.e.f. 22-6-1983).
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14. Refusal of Mcences—(7) Notwithstanding anything in section 13, licensing authority shall
refuse 10 grant —

(a) a licence under section 3, section 4 or section 5 where such licence is required in respect
of any prohibited arms or prohibited ammunition ;

(b) a licence in any other case under Chapter II,—

(i) where such licence is required by a person whom the licensing authority has reason
to believe —

(1) to be prohibited by this Act or by any other law for the time being in force from
acquiring, having in his possession or carrying any arms or ammunition, or

(2) to be of unsound mind, or
(3) to be for any reason unfit for a licenc under this Act ; or

(i) where the liecnsing authoirty deems it necessary for the security of the publi,
peace or for public safety to refuse to grant such licence.

(2) The licensing authority shall not refuse to grant any licence to any person merely on the
ground that such person does not own or possess sufficient property.

(3) Where the licensing authority refuses to granta licence to any person it shall record in
writing the reasons for such refusal and furnish to that person on demand a brief statement of the
same unless in any case the licensing authority is of the opinion that it will not be in the public
interest to furnish such statement.

15. Duration and renewal of licence—(J) A licence under section 3 shall, unless revoked earlier
eontinue in force for a period of three years from the date on which it is granted :

Provided that such a licence may be grated for a shorter period if the person by whom the
licence is required so diesires or if the licensing authority for reasonsto be recorded in writing
¢ onsiders in any case that the licence should be granted for a shorter period.

(2) A licence under any other provision of Chapter II shall, unless revoked earlier, continue
in force for such period from the date on which it is granted as the licensing authority may in each
case determine.

(3) Every licence shall, unless tlie licensing authority for reasons to be recorded in writing
otherwise decides in any case, be renewable for the same period for which the licence was originally
granted and shall be so renewable from time to time, and the provisions of sections 13 and 14
shall apply to the renewal of a licence as they apply to the grant thereof.

16. Fees, etc., for licence—The fees on payment of which, the condition subject to which and
the form in which a licence shall be granted or renewed shall be such as may be prescribed :

Provided that different fees, different conditions and different forms may be prescribed for
different types of licences :

Provided further that a licence may contain in addition to prescribed conditions such other
conditions as may be considered necessary by the licensing authority in any particular case,

i7. Variation, suspension and revocation of licences—(J) The licensing authority may vary-
the conditions subject to which a licence has been granted except such of them as have been prescrib-
ed and may for that purpose require the licence holder by potice in writing to deliver-up the licence
to it within such time as may be specificd in the notice.
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(2) The licensing authority may, on the application of the holder of alicencs, also vary the
conditions of the licence except such of them as have been prescribed.

(3) The licensing authority may by order in writing suspend a liecence for such periods as it
thinks fit or revoke a licence—

(a) if the licensing authority is satisfied that the holder of the licence is prohibited by
this Act or by any other law for the time beingin force, from acquiring, having in his
possession Or carrying any arms or ammunition, or is of unsound mind, or is for any reason

unfit for a licence under this Act ; or

(b) if the liecensing authority deems it necessary for the security of the fublic peace or
for public safety to suspend or revoke the licence ; or

(¢) il the licence was obtained by the suppression of material information or on the
basis of wrong information provided by the the holder of the licence or any other person on
his behalf at the time of applying for it; or

(d) if any of the conditions of the licence has been contravened; or

(¢) if the holder of the licence has failed to comply with a notice under sub-section
(1) requiring him to deliver-up the licence.

(4) The licensingauthority may also revoke a licence on the application of the holder thereof.

(5) Where the licensing authority makes an order varying a licence under sub-section
(1) or an order suspending or revoking a licence under sub-section (3), it shall record in writing
the reasons therefor and furnish to the holder of the licence on demand a brief statement of the same
unless in any case the licensing authority is of the opinion that it will not be in the public interest

to furnish such statement.

(6) The authority to whom the licensing authority is subordinate may by order in writing suspend
or revoke a licence on any ground on which it may be suspended or revoked by the licensing autho-
rity; and the foregoing provisions of this section shall, as far as may be, apply in relation to the
suspension or revocation of a licence by such authority.

(7) A court convicting the holder of ajlicence of any offience under this Act or the rules made
thereunder may also suspend or revoke the licence :

Provided that if the conviction is set aside on appeal or otherwise, the suspension or revoca-
tion shall become void.

(8) An order of suspension or revocation under sub-section (7) may also be made by an appellate
court or by the High Court when exercising its powers of revision.

(9) The Central Government may, by order in the Official Gazette, suspend or revoke or direct
any licensing authority to suspend or revoke all or any licences granted under this Act throughout
India or any part thereof.

(10) On the suspension or revocation of a licence under this section the holder thereof shall

without delay surrender the licence to the authority by whom it has been suspended or revoked or
1o such other authority as may be specified in this behalf in the order of suspension or revocation.

18, Appeals—(/) Any person aggrieved by an order of the licensing authority refusing to granta
jicence ot varying the conditions of a licence or by an order of the licensing authority or the authority
to whom the licensing authority is subordinate, suspending or revoking a licence may prefer an appea]
against that order to such authority (hereinafter referred to as the appellate authority) and within

such period as may be prescribed :
Provided that no appeal shall lie against any order made by, or under the direction of the

Government.
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(2) No appeal shall be admitted if it is preferred after the expiry of the period prescribed therefor

Provided that an appeal may be admitted after the expiry of the period prescribed thereferif
the appellant satisfies the appellate authority that he had sufficient cause for not preferring the appeal
within that period.

{3) The period prescribed for an appeal shall be computed in accordance with the provisions of
the Indian Limitation Act, 1908 (9 of 1908), with respect to the computation of periods of
limitation thereunder.

(#) Every appeal under this section shall be made by a petition in writing and shall be accompani-
ed by a brief statement of the reasons for the order appealed against where such statemsnt has
been furnished to the appellant and by such fee as may be prescribed.

() In disposing of an appeal the appellate authority shall follow such prozedure as may be
prescribed : '

Provided that no appeal shall be disposed of unless the appellant has bzea givana rzasonable
opportunity of being heard.

(6) The order appcaled against shall, ualess the appellate authority conditioanlly or uncondi-
tionally directs otherwise, be in force pending the disposal of the appeal against such ordee,

(7) Every order of the appellate authority confirming, modifying or r2versing the order appeal
ed against shall be final.

CHAPTER IV
POWERS AND PROCEDURE

19. Power (v demand production of licnce, ete.—(I} Any police officer or any other officer
specially empowered in this behalf by the Central Government may demand the production of his
licence from any person who is carrying any arms or ammuanition.

(2) If the person upon whom a demand is made refuses or fails to produce the licence or to
show that he is entitled by virtue of this Act or any other law for the time being in force to carry
such arms or ammunition without a licence, the officer concerned may require him to give his name
and address and if such officer considers it necessary, seize from that person the arms or ammuni-
tion which he is carrying.

(3) If that person refuses to give his name and address or if the officer cocerned suspects that
person of giving a false name or address or of intending to abscond, such officer may arrost him
without warrant.

20. Arrest of persons conveying arms, etc., nnder suspicions circumstances—Where any person
found carrying or conveying any arms or ammunition whether covered by a licence or not, in such
manner or under such circumstances as to afford just grounds of suspicion that the same are or is
being carried by him with intent to use them, or that the same may be used, for any unlawful purpose
any magistrate, any police officer or any other public servant or any person employed or working,
upon a railway, aircraft, vessel, vehicle or any other means of conveyance, may arrest him without
warrant and seize from him such arms or ammunition.

21. Deposit of arms, etc., on possession ceasing to be lawful—(/) Any person having in his posses-
sion any arms or ammunition the possession whereof has, in consequence of “the expiration of the
duration of a licence or of the suspension or revocation of a licence or by the issue of a notification
under section 4 or by any reason whatever, ceased to be lawful, shall without unnecessary delay
deposit the the same either with the officer incharge of the nearest police station or subject to such
conditions as may be prescribed, with a licensed dealer or where such person isa member of the
armed forces of the Union, in a unit armoury.

Explanation.—In this sub-section “unit armoury” includes an armoury in a ship or establish-
ment of the Indian Navy.
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(2) Where arms or ammunition have or has been deposited under sub-section (1) the depositor
or in the case of his death, his legal representative, shall, at any time before the expiry of such period
as may be prescribed, be entitled—

(@) to receive back anything so deposited on his becoming entitled by virtue of this Aot
or any other law for the time beingin force to have the same in his possession, or

{b) to dispose, or authorise the disposal, ,of anything so deposited by sale or otherwise to
any person entitled by virtue of this Act or any other law for the time being inforce to have,
or not prohibited by this Act or such other law from having, the same in his possession and

10 receive the proceeds of any such disposal :

Provided that nothing in this sub-section shall be deemed to authorise the return or disposal
of anything of which confiscation has been directed under section 32.

(3) All things deposited and not teccived back or disposed of under sub-section (2) within
the period therein referred to shall be forfeited to Government by order of the district magistrate :

Provided that in the case of suspension of a licence mo such forfeiture shall be ordered in
respect of a thing covered by the licence during the period of suspension.

(4) Before making an order under sub-section (3) the district magistrate shall, by notice in
writing to be served upon the depositor or in thercase of his death, upon his legal represeatative, in
the prescribed manner, require him to show cause within thirty days from the service of the notice
why the things specified in the notice should not be forfeited,

(5) After considering the cause, if any, shown by the depositor or as the casc may be, his legal
representative, the district magisirate shall pass such order as he thinks fit.

(6) The Government may at any time return to the depositor or his legal representative things
forfeited to it or the proceeds of disposal thereof wholly or in part.

22, Search and seizure by wagistrate —(1) Whenever any magistrate has reason to believe—
(@) that any person residing within the local limits of his jurisdiction has in his possession
any arms or ammunition for any unlawful purpose, or

(b) that such person cannot be left in the possession of any arms or ammunition without
danger to the public peace or safety, the magistrate may, after having recorded the reasons for
his belief, cause a search to be made of the house or premises occupied by such personor in
which the magistrate has reason to believe that such arms or ammunition are or is to be found
and may have such arms ot ammunition, if any, seized and detain the same in safe custody for
such period as he thinks necessary, although that person may be eatitled by virtus of this Act
or any other law for the time beinginfoice to have the same in his possession.

(2) Every search under this section shall be conducted by or in the presence of a magistrate
or by or in the presence of some officer specially empowered in,this behalf by the Central Govern-

ment.

93, Search of vessels, vehicles for arms, etc.—Any magistrate, any police officer or any other officer
gpecially empowered in this behalf by the Central Governmeat, may for the purpose of ascertaining
whether any contravention of tius Act or the rules made thereunder is being or is likely to be commuit-
ed, stop and search any vessel, vehicle or other means of conveyance and seize any arms Or
ammunition that may be found therein along with such vessel, vehicle or other means of conveyance.

24. Seizure and detention under orders of the Central Government—The Central Government may
at any time order the seizure of any arms or ammunition in the possession of any person, notwith.
standing that such person is entitled by virtue of this Act or any other law for the time being in force
1o have the same in his possession, and may detain the same for such jperiod as it thinks neceesary

for the public peace and safety.
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1[24A. Prohibition as to possession of notified arms in disturbed areas, etc.-—(l) }Vhero Fe Teniral
Government is satisfied that there is extensive distticbance of public peace and tranquilit¥ o: imezi-
nent danger of such disturbance in any area and that for the prevention of offences inclvag the

use of arms in such area, it is necessary or expedient so to do, it may by notifice* o in the -

Official Gazette—
(a) .specify the limits of such area ;

(b) direct that before the commencement of the period specified in the notification (which
petiod shall be a period commencing from a date not earlier than the fourth day aficr the date
of publication of the notification in the Official Gazotte), every person having in bis pissesion m
such area any arms of such description as may be specified in the notification (the arrs 5> speci-
fied being hereafter in this section referred to as notified arms), shall deposit the same sofc re such
commencement in accordance with the provision of section 21 and for this purpose e posses-
sion by such person of any notified arms, shall, notwithstanding anything contain-d in any
other provision of this Act (except section 41) or in any other law for the time beiag ia force,
as from the date of publication of such notification in the Official Gazette be deer:=d 0 have
ceased to be lawful;

(0) declare ihag as from the commencement of, and until the expiry of, the period ¢ pecifiad
in the notification, it shall not be lawful for any person to have in his possession i stech area
any notified arms;

(d) authorise any such officer subordinate to the Central Government or a State {30y )rnment
as may be specified in the notification,—

() to search at any tlmedurmgthaperiodspnaﬁedinthenoﬁﬂmﬁonan PE7SON in,
or passing brough, or any premises in, or any animal or vessel or vehicle or other <ur veyauce

of whatever nature in or passing through, or any receptacle or othor container 37 vhatever

nature in, such area if such officer has reason to believe that any notified arms are sucreted by
such person or in such premises or on such animal or in such vessel, vehicle or otiex convey-
ance or in such receptacle or other container ; '

(i) to seize at any time during the period specified in the notification any n'vifi:d arms
in the possession of any person in such area or discovered through a search under s i+ lausei),
and detain the same during the period specified in the notification.

"(2) The period specified in & notification issued under sub-section (f) in respect of any arsa shall
not, in the first instance, exceed ninety days, but the Central Governmont may sraciid such
notification to extend such period from time to time by any period not exceeding ninety :luy: at aay
one time if, in the opinion of that Government, there continues to be in such area such dis:urt ance of
public peace and tranquility as is referred to in sub-section (/) or imminent danger there»: aad that
for the prevention of offences involving the use of arms in such area it is necessary or expedisi:t so to
do.

{3 The provisions of the Code of Criminal Procedure, 1973 (2 of 1974), relating to searcaes and
seizures shall, so far as may be, apply to any search or seizure mads undor sub-section (7).

(#) For the purposes of this section,—

(@) “arms” includes ammunition;

(b) whero the period specified in a notification, as originally issusd under sub-t»ution (7)
is extended under sub-section (2), then, in relation to such notification, roferences in sut -section
(1) to “the period specified in the notification™ shall be construed as references to thr period
as so extended.

- Ny

1, Ss.24A and 24Bins, by Act 25 of 1983, 5. 7 (w.af. 22-6-1983).

»
W
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248. Prohibition as to carrying of notified arms in or through public places in disturbed ar:-s, ate.—
(D]Where the Central Government is satisfied that thers is extensive disturbance of public o and
tranquility or imminent danger of such disturbance in any area and that for the prevention 77 ¢ Temcis
involving the use of arms in such area it is necessary.or expedient so to do, it may, by not Ucstiopin

the Official Gazette,—

(@) specify the limits of such area;

(b) direct that during the period specified in the notification (which period shall b= a pericd
ocommencing from a date not earlier than the second day after the date of publication «'t} » noti-
fication in the Official Gazette), no person shall carry or otherwise have in his poss:wsin any
arms of such description as may be specified in the notification (the arms so specified “sir.3 here-
after in this section referred to as notified arms) through or in any public place in such evea ;

(¢) authorise any such officer subordinate to the Central Government or a State Covenmenat

as may be specified in the notification,~

(D) to search at any time during the psriod specified in the notification any pecsoi in or
_ passing through, or any promises in or forming part of, or any animal or vessel o1 obicle or
other conveyance of whatever nature, in or passing through, or say receptacis o othwr
container of whatever nature in, any public place if such area-in such officer has e son <o
belicve that any notified arms are secreted by such person or in such promises o7 ¢a such

" animal or in such vessel, vehicle or other conveynce or in such recoptacle or other cc+te ner;

(i) to seizo at any time during the period specified in the notification any no!fle ! are:s
being carried by or otherwise in the possession of any person, through or in a pubfic place in
such area or discovered through a search under sub-clause (f), and detain the same :\us ng tie
period specified in the notificaion.

(2) The period specified in-a notification issued under sub-section (7) in respect of any are1 shall
not, in the first instance, exceed ninety days, but the Central Government may amend such 75t jcation
to extend such period from time to time by any period not exceeding nincty days at any onc: iz if in
t he opinion of that Government, there continues to be in such area.such disturbance of pivali : pes-e
and tranquility as is referred to in sub-section (/) or imminent danger thereof and that {5 136 pro
veation of offences involving the use of arms in such area it is necessary or expedient 50 to do.

' /
(3) The provisions of the Code of Criminal Procedure, 1973, (2 of 1974), relating to sear-he- and

geizures shall, so far as may be, apply to any search or seizure made under sub-section (/).
(4) Forthe purposes of this section,— - .
(@) “arms” includes ammunition ;

(b) “public place” means any place intended for use by, or accessible to, the pu-lic or any
saction of the public; and

(¢) whero the period specified in a notification, as originally issued under -y section
(D), is extended under sub-section (2), then, in relation te such notification, reforen.=s n sub-
section (I)to“the period specified in tho notification™ shall be construed as refererives to the
period as 50 extendod.]
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CHAPTER V
OFFENCES AND PENALTIES

25, Punishment for certain offences—1[(1)} Whoever—

(@) manufactures, sells, transfers, converts, repairs, tests or proves, or exposes or offers for
sale or transfer, or has in his possession for sale, transfer, conversion, repair, test or proof, any
arms or ammunition in contravention of section 5; or

(b) shortens the barrel of alfirearm or converts an immitation firearm into a firearm in contra

vention of section 6; or
s[t * * »

(d) bring into, or takes out of, India, any arms or ammunition of any class or description in
contravention of section 11,

shail be punishable with imprisonment for a term which shall not be less than three years but which
may extend to seven years and shall also be liable to fine,

3[(14) Whoever acquires, has in his possession or carries any prohibited arms or prohibited
ammunition in contravention of section 7 shall be punishable with imprisonment for a term which
shall not be less than five years, but which may extend to ten years and shall also be liable to fine.

(144) Whoever manufactures, sells, transfers, converts, repairs, testsor proves,§or exposes or
offers for sale or transfer or has in his possession for sale, transfer, conversion, repair, test or proof
any prohibited arms or prohibited ammunition in contravention of section 7 shall be punishable with
imprisonment for a term which shall not be less than seven vears but which may extend to imprison-
ment for life and shall also be liable to fine.]

3(14AA)] Whoeverihas in contravention of a notification issued under section 24A in hjs possess-
Sion or in contravention of a notification issued under section 24B carries or otherwise has in his
possession, any arms or ammunition shall be punishable with imprisonment for a term | which shall
not be less than 4[three years, but which may extend to seven years] shall also be liable to fine.

(1B) Whoever—

{a) acquires, has in his possession or carries any firearm or ammunition in contravention of
section 3; or

(b) acquires, has in his possession or carries in any place specified by notification under
section 4 any arms of such class or description as has been specified ,in thatjnotification in
contravention of that section; or

() sells or transfers any firearm whichldoestnot bear the name of the maker, manufacturer’s
number or other identification mark stamped or otherwise shown jthereon jas reguired by sub-
section (2) of section 8 or does any act in contravention of sub-section (/) of that section;
or

(d) being a person to whom sub-clause (ii)jor sub-clause (iif) of clause (@) of sub-section
(1) of section 9 applies, acquires, has in his possession orcarries any firearm or am munition in
eontravention of that section; or

(¢) sells or transfers, or converts, repairs, testsYor proves anyJfirearm jor Yam munition in
contraveation of clause () of sub-section (/) of sectionX9; .or{

(f) brings into, or takes out of, India,lanﬂ:rms[or:ammunition"jn";contravention of section
10; or

1. Sube. by Act 25 of 1983, 5. 8 (w.e.f, 22-6-1983).

2, Omitted by Act 42 of 1988, 5. 5 (w.e.f. 27-5-1988).

1. Reaumbered and ins, by s, 5, Ibid, (w.o.f. 27-5-1988).
4. Subs. by Act 39 of 1985, s. 2 for certain words.




I Arms  Aet, 1959 [Section 23]

(g} ransports any arms or ammunitionin contravention of section (2; or

(A1) fails to deposit arms or ammunition as requirad by sub-section (2) of section 3, or
sub-section (/) of section 21; or

(i) being a manufacturer of, ‘or dealer in, arms or ammunition, fails, on being required to
do so by rules made under section - 44, to maintain’'a record or agcount or o make therein atl
such entries as are required by such rules or-intentionally makes a false entry therein or prevents or
obstruets the inspection of such record or account or the making of copies of entries therefrom
o1 prevents or obsiructs the entry into any premises or other place where arms or ammunition are
or is manufacturcd or kept or intentionally fails to exhibit or. conceals such arms or ammunition
= rafusss to paint out whera the same am or is manufactured or kept,

shali be punishable with imprisonment for a team which shallj not be less than Yone vear] but which
may extend to three years and shall also be liable to fine :

Provided that the Court muy {or any adequate and special reasons to be recorded in the judgment
wnpase a sentence of imprisonment for o term of less than Yone year].

-[(/C) Notwithstanding anything contained in sub-section (/B), whoever coromits an offence
punishable under that sub-section in any disturbed area shall be punishable with 1mprisoniment 10r u
1erm which shall not be less than three years but whlch may extend. to seven years and shall also be
iiahle 1o fine.

Explanation..—Fot the purposes of this sub-section, “disturbed area” means any area declared
io oe a disturbed area under any enactment, for the time being in force, making provision for the
suppression of disorder and restoration and maintenance of public order, and includes any areas
~necified by notification under section 24A or section 24B.]

12y Whoever being a person to whom sub-clause (/) of clause (@) of sub-section (/) of section 9
appiies, acquires, lias in his possession or carries any firearm or ammunition in contravention of that
section shall be punishable with imprisonment for a term which may extend to one year, or with fine
orwith both.

(3) Whoever s:lls or transfers any firearm, ammunition or other arms—

{i ) without informing the district magistrate having jurisdiction ot the officer in charge of the
zearast police station, of the intended sale oc transfer of that firearm, ammunition or other
AFMS; Or
(ii) before the expiration of the period of forty five days from the date of giving such informa-
iom to such district magistrate or the officer in charga of the police station.

xzi‘cuntravéntion_ of the provisions of clause™(@) or clause (b) of the proviso to sub-section (2) of
qection 3, shall bz punishable with imprisonment-for 4 term which may extend to six months, or with
fine of an amoun! which may exiend to five hundred rupees, or with bothl.

-

s4) Whoevar fails to deliver-up a licence whea so reqtured by the lwﬁnsmg authority under sub-
ction (1) of section 17 for the purpose of varying the conditions specnﬁad in the licence or fails to
surrender a licence 6 the appropriaté authority urder sub-section (/0) of that section oa its suspension
or revocation shall be punishable with imprisonment for a term which may extend to six months, or
with fine of an amount which may extend to five hundred rupees, or with both.

: Subs. by Act 39 of 1985, s, 2 for “six months™.
Ins. by s. 2, ibid. ’
3. 3ubs. by Act 25 of 1983, s. 8 (w.ef. 22-6-1983).
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(5) Whoever, wh2n required und2r section 19 to give his name and address, refuses to give such
name and address or gives a name or address which subsequzatly transpires to be false shall be punish-
able with imprisonment for a term which may extend to six months, or with fine of zn amount which
may extend to two hundred rupees, or with both.

'[26. Secret contraventions—(/) Whoever does any act in contravention of any of the provisions of
section 3, 4, 10 or 12 in such manner as to indicate an intention that such act may not be known to any
public servant or to any person employed or working upon a railway, aircraft, vessel, vehicle or any
other means of convzyance, shall be punishable with imprisonm:nt for a term which shall not be less
than six months but which may extend to seven years and also with fine.

(2) Whoever does any act in contravention of any of the provisions of section 5, 6, 7 or 11 in
such mannet as to indicate an intention that such act may not be known to any public servant or
to any person employed or working upon a railway, aircraft, vessel, vehicle or any other means of
conveyance, shall be punishable with imprisonment for a term which shali ot be less than five
years but which may extend to ten years and also with fine.

(3) Whoever on any search being made under section 22 conceals or attempts to conceal any

arms or ammunitson, shall be punishable with imprisonment for a term which may extend to tep
years and also with fine.]

*27. Punishment for using arms, etc.—(/) Whoever uses any arms or ammunition in contraven-
tion of section 5 shall be punishable with iraprisomnent for a term which shall not be lesc then
three years but which may extend to seven years and shall also be lieble to fine.

(2) Whoever uses any prohibited arms or prohibited ammunition in contravention of seciion 7
shall be punishable with imprisonment for a term which shall not be less than seven years but which
may extend to imprisonment for life and shall also be liable to fine.

(3) Whoever uses any prohibited arms or prohibited ammunition or does any‘act in contravention

of section 7 and such use or act results in the death of any other person, shall be punishable with
death. ) '

28. Punishment for use and possession of firearms or imitation firearms in certain cases—Whoover
makes or attempts to make any use whatsoever of a firearm or an immitation firearrn with intent to
resist or prevent the lawful arrest or detention of himself or any other person shall be punishable
with imprisonment for a term which may extend to seven years 3and with fine],

Explanation—In this section the expression “‘immitation firearm” hasthe same meaning as in
section 6.

29. Punishment for knowingly purchasing arms, etc.; from unlincensed person or for delivering arms,
etc., to person not entitled to possess the same—Whoever—-

(@) purchases any firearms or any other arms of such class or descri

or any ammunition from any other person knowing that such other
authorised under section 5; or

ption as may be prescribed
parson is not licensed or

(&) delivers any arms or ammunition into the
ascertaining that such other person is entitled by
being in force to have, and is not prohibited by
possession the same,

possession of another person withous previously
virtue of this Act or any other law for the time
this Act or such other law from having, in his

shall be punishable with imprisonment for a term which may extend to [three years, or with fine or
with both]. i

I. Subs. by Act 25 of 1983, 5. 9 (w.e.f. 22-6-1983). T e
2. Subs. by Act 42071988, 5. 6 (w.e.f. 27-5-1988).

3. Subs. by Act 25 of 1983, 5. 10, (w.e.f. 22-6-1983).

4. Subs. by 5. 11, jbid., (w.ef. 22-6-1583)
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30. Punishment for contravention of licence or rule —Whosver contravenss any condition of a
licence or any provision of this Act or any rule made thereunder, for which no punishment is provided
elsewhere in this Act shall be punishable with imprisonment for a term which may extend to I[six
months], or with fine which may extend to [two thousand] rupeas, or with both.

31. Ponishment for subsequeat offences—Whosver having bean convictad of an offence under this ‘
Act is again convicted of an offence under this Act shall be punishable with double the penalty
provided for the latter offence. ‘

32. Power to confiscate—(/) When any person is convicted under this Act of any offence commi-
tted by him in respect of any arms or ammunition, it shall be in the discretion of the convicting court
further to direct that the whole or any portion of such arms or ammunition, and any vessel, vehicle or
other means of cSnveyance and any receptacle or thing containing, or wsed to conceal, the arms or
ammunition shall be confiscated :

Provided that if the conviction is set asids on appeal or otherwise, the order of confiscation shall
become void. ’

(2) An order of confiscation may also be made by the appellate court or by the High Court when
exercising its powers of revision.

33. Offence by companies—(7) Whenever an offence under this Act has been committed by a
company, every person who at the time the offence was committed was in charge of, or was responbsile
to the company for the conduct of the business of the company, as well as the company, shall be deemed
to be guilty of the offence and shall be liable to be proceeded against and punished accordingly :

Provided that nothing contained in this sub-section shall render any such person liable to any
punishment under this Act if he proves that the offence was committed without his knowledge and that
he exercised all due diligence to prevent the commission of such offence.

(2) Notwithstanding anything contained in sub-section (/) where an offence under this Act
has been committed by a company and it is proved that the offence has been committed with the
consent or connivance of, or is attributable to any neglect on the part of, any director, manager,
secretary or other officer of the company, such director, manager, secretary or other officer shail also be
deomed to be guilty of that offence and shall be liable to be procseded against and punished accordingly .

Explanation—For the purposes of this section—

(@) *company” means any body corporate, and includes a firm or other association or
individuals; and

(b) “director”, in relation to a firm, means a partner in the firm.

CHAPTER 1V
MISCELLANEOUS

34. Sanction of Central Government for Warehousing of Arms—Notwithstanding anything con-
tained in the 2[Customs Act, 1962, (52 of 1962)] no arms or ammunition shall be deposited in any
warehouse licensed under 3[section 58] of that Act without the sanction of the Central Government.

1. Subs. by Act 25 of 1983, s. 12 (w.c.f. 22-6-1983),
2. Subs, by, s. 13, ibid, (w.e.f. 22-6-1983),

~
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35, Criminal responsibility of persons in occupation of premises in certain cases—Where any arms
or ammunition in respect of which any offence under this Act has been or is being committed are or
is found in any premises, vehicie or other place in the joint occupation or under the joint control of
several persons, each of such persons in respect of whom there is reason to believe that he was aware
of the existence of the arms or ammunition in the premises, vehicle or other place shall, unless the
contrary is proved, be liable for that offence in the same manner as if it has been or is being committed
by him alone. '

36. Information to be given regardiug certain offences—{I) Bvery person aware of the commission
of any offence under this Act shall, in the absence of reasonable excuse the burden of proving which
shall lie upon such person, give information of the same-to the officer in charge of the nearest police
station or the magistrate having jurisdiction.

(2) Every person employed or working upon any railway, aircraft, vessel, vehicle or other means
of conveyance shall, in the absence of rcasonable excuse the burden of proving which shall lie upon
such person, give information to the officer in charge of the nearest police station regarding any box,
package or bale in transit which he may have reason to suspect contains arms o1 ammunition in ves-
pect of which an offence ander this Act has been or is being committed.

37. Arrest and searches—Save as otherwise provided in this Act,--

(a) all arrests and searches made under this act or urder any rules made thereunder shall
be carried out in accordance with the provisions of the [Code of Criminal Procedure, 1973
(2 of 1974)], relating respectively to arrests and searches made under that Code;

(b) any person arrested and any arms or ammunition seized under this Act by a person not
being a magistrate or a police officer shall be delivered without delay to the officer in charge of
the nearest police station and that officer shall—

(/) either release that person on his executing a bond with or without sureties to appear
before a magistrate and keep the things seized in his custody till the appearance of that
person before the magistrate, or

(if) should that person fail to execute the bond and to furnish, if so required, sufficient
sureties, procedure that person and those things without delay before the magistrate.

38. Offences to be cognizable—Every offence under this Act shall be cognizable within the meaning
of the Y[Code of Criminal Procedure, 1973 (2 of 1974)].

39. Previous sanction of the district magistrate necessary ia certain cases—No prosecution shall
be instituted against any person in respect of any offence under section 3 without the previous sanction
of the district magistrate,

40. Protection of action taken in good faith—No suit, prosecution or other legal proceeding shall
lje aguinst any person for anything which is in good faith done or intended to be done under this Act.

41. Power to cxempt—Where the Central Government is of the opinion that it is necessary or
expedient in the public interest so to do, it may, by notification in the Official Gazette and subject to
sueh conditions, if any, as it may specify in the notification,—

{a) Hexempt any person or class of persons (either generally or in relation to such desc:ip-
tion of arms and ammunition as may be specified in the notification)], or exclude ary description
of arms or ammunition, or withdraw any part of India, from the operation of all or any of the
provisions of this Act; and

1. Bubs. by Act 25 of 1983, s. 14, (w.e.f. 22-6-1983),
2. Sube. by Act 25 0f 1983, 8. 15 (w.e.f. 22-6-1983).
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() as often as may be, cancel any such notification and again subject, by a like notification,
the person or class of persons or the description of arms and ammunition or the part of India to
the operation of such provisions.

¥

42. Power to take census of fire-arms—(/) The Central Government may, by notification in the
Official Gazette, direct a census to, be taken of all firearms in any area and empower any officer of
Government to take such ccusus,

(2) On the issue of any such notification all persons having in their possession any firearms in
that area shall furnish to the officer concerned such information as he may require in relation thereto
and shall produce before him such firearms if he so requires.

43. Power to delegate—(/)} The Central Government may, By notification in the Official Gazette,
direct that any power or function which may be exercised or performed by it under this Act other than
the power under section 41 or the power under section 44 may, in relation to such matters and subject
to such conditions, if any, as it may specify in the notification, be exercised or performed also by—

(@) such officer or authority subordinate to the Central Government, or

(6) such State Government or such officer or authority subordinate to the State Government
as may be specified in the notification.

(2) Any rules made by the Central Government under this Act may confer powers or impose
duties or authorise the conferring of powers or imposition of duties upon any State Government or
any officer or authority subordinate thereto.

44, Power to make rules—(/) The Central Government may, by notification in the Official
Gazette, make rules for carrying out the purposes of this Act.

(2) In particular, and without prejudice to the generality of the foregoing power, such rules may
provide for all or any of the following matters, namely :—

(@) the appointment, jurisdiction, control and functions of licensing authorities including
the areas and the categories of arms and ammunition for which they may grant licences);

(b) the form and particulars of application for the grant or renewal of a licence and where
the application is for the renewal of a licence, the time within which it shall be made;
(c) the form in which and the conditions subject to which any licence may be granted or

refused, renewed, varied, suspended or revoked;

(d) where no period has been specified in this Act, the period for which any licence shall
continue to be in force; :

(e) the fees payable in respect of any application for the grant or renewal of a licence and in
respect of any licence granted or renewed and the manner of paying the same;

(f) the manner in which the maker’s name, the manufacturer’s number or other identification
mark of a firearm shali be stamped or otherwise shown thereon;

(g) the procedure for the test or proof of any firearms;

(7) the firearms that may be used in the course of training, the age limits of persons who may
usc them and the conditions for their use by such persons:

1. Tos. by Act 25 0f 1983, 8. 16 (w.e.f. 22-6-1983),
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(1) the authority to whom appeals may be preferred under section 18, the procedure to be
followed by such authority and the period within which appeals shall be preferred, the fees to be
paid in respect of such appeals and the refund of such fees;

(/) the maintenance of records or accounts of anything done under a licence other than a
licence under section 3 or section 4, the form of, and the entries to be made in, such records or
accounts and the exhibition of such records or accounts to any police officer or to any officer of
Government empowered in this behalf; -

(k) theentry and inspection by any police officer or by any officer of Government empowared
in this behalf of any premises or other piace in which arms or ammunition are or is manu-
factured or in which arms or ammunition are or is kept by a manufacturer of or dealer in such
arms or ammunition and the exhibition of the same to such officer;

(D the conditions subject to which arms or ammunition may be deposited with a licensed
dealer or in & unit armoury as required by sub-section (1) of section 21 and the period on the ex-
piry of which the things so deposited may be forfeited.

(m) any other matier is to be, or may be, prescribed.

(3) Every rule made under this section shall be laid as soon as may be after it is made before
each house of Parliament while it is in session for a total period of thirty days which may be comprised
in one session or in ftwo or more successive sessions, and if, before the expiry of the session immedia-
tely following the session or the successive sessions aforesaid]; both Houses agree in making any
modification in the rule or both Houses agree that the rule should not be made, the rule shall there-
after have effect only in such modified form or be of no effect, as the case may be, so, however, that
any such modification or annulment shall be without prejudice tc the validity of anything previously
done under that rule.

45, Act not to apply in certain cases—Nothing in this Act shall apply to—

(@) arms or ammunition on board any sea-going vessel or any aircraft and forming part of
the ordinary armament or equipment of such vessel or aircraft:

(b) the acquisition, possession or carrying, the manufacture, repair, conversion, test or
proof, the sale or transfer or the import, export or transport of arms or ammunition—

(i) by or under orders of the Central Government, or
(i) by a public servant in the course of his duty as such public servant, or

(ifif) by a member of the National Cadet Corps raised and maintained under the National
Cadet Corps Act, 1948 (31 of 194?12, or by any officer enrolled person of the Territorial Army
raisec and maintained under the Territorial Army Act, 1948, (56 of 1948) or by any member
of any other forces raised and maintained or that may hereafter be raised
and maintained under any Central Act, or by any member of such other forces as the Central
Government may, by notification in the Official Gazette, specify, in the course of his duty
as such member, officer or enrolled person.

{c) any weapon of an absolete pattern or of antiquarian value or in disrepair which is not
capable of being used as a firearm either with or without repair;

(d) the acquisition, possession or carrying by 2 person of minor parts of armg or ammuni-
tion which are mot intended to be used along with complementary parts acquired or
possessed by that or any other person.

46. Repeal of Act 1 of 1878—(1) The Indian Arms Act, 1878, is hereby repealed.

(2) Notwithstanding the repeal of the Indian Arms Act 1878 (11 of 1878), and without prejudice to
the provisions of scctions 6 and 24 of the General Clauses Act 1897 10 of 1897). every licence granted
or renewed under the first mentioned Act and in force immediately before the commencement of this
Act shall, unless sooner revoked, continue in force after such commencement for the unexpired
portion of the period for which it has been granted or renewed.
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